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ANNUAL VISTT WITH LINCOLN

Mr. Lincoln, this i my anoual occasion to vielt with you. I brought out the flags,
the State Flag and the Flag of our country. It is good to visit with you. I should do I
oftener. Somehow you seem to restore perspective and you make 1t possible to separste thi
uhest from the chaff and emphesize the important things as against the unluportant things
But Just visiting vith you particularly in feverish times 13 & rather refrehing experient
indeed,

You sec ve are at var sgain. It's nearly a hundred, vell it 1s @ hundred, years ago
that you plloted the country through a var period. That vas a sad period indeed. But be.
cause of your faith and your persistence the Union was saved and hov grateful all those
who came after are to you becouse that's the great legacy that you left for us.

Bat fsn't 1t rather strange that today men are killing each other again -- in many
cormers of the world not merely out in Vietnam but elsevnere. Somehov it's the old story
of greed and of selfishness and then the idea of forcing ideas on somebody else. You lool
at the Vietnan picture, it’s not a case of conguering territory, who vants that territory.
5o 3t's & case of conguering the minds of people and trying to force them to accept @ form
of goverment and a belief that they vill Just not accept. And S0 that ic an old story
that goes back centuries and centuries.

You cometines uonder whether this issue of freedom will ever be resolved. See that!
our problen out there. The French were there for about 100 years in Vietnam and they tool
off the cream 50 to speak. I've been out there and I saw what this Paris of the Orient
wag really like -- besutiful plsce -- but of course they didn't do right by those peaple
and 5t long last there vas vevellion and {t's sbout 1h years ago that those very humble
people humiliated the French and defeated them. Iwas in the north part of Vietnam when

a1l this happened. That was beck in 1953 and then they hed a truce and n accord, they



all vent over to Svitzeriand, to Geneva, and there they signed the usual parchuents. So
the 11ttle country of Laos got its independence and the country of Cambodia got it inde-
pendence and then TndoChine ves cut hale into at the 17th Parellel. So what les north i
Horth Vietaas and wbat Lies south L6 South Vietass. Bt the luk et that conventlon ez
scarcely dry before the North Vietaamese moved in and vanted to subjugate the people of
South Vietos. They vamted to doainste them and that left the issue of fndependence and
trecdon and celf-deteratration.

Well ve have promtsed them (€ ever they raised the Micedonlen ory and asked for help,
we vould help thea and so we are there, I presume at the time nobody ever expected that ve
would nave 400,000 Americans over there and all the gear, the weapons and the equipacnt.

But there 1t 1s and s once more there is this issue of freedon and WALl 1t ever be

1veas
You remind me nov also of another thing and that ic the conduct of wr. ien you were

S4411 here, you had that problem. Toe Congress, you'll remesber, set up a comittes on

the conduct of the var. I've thought sbout 1t & good sany tines. T can vell imagine if

there were such & comittee. The various mesbers had favorite Generals in mind that they

wanted to advance Tight up to the front, uhoa they vanted to have in some king-size place.

You didn't pay much attention to thes, in fact you cort of lgnored the committee. How
fortunate that you did. The cutcone of the var aight have been different if you hadn't,
but we have & bi% O that today. The Senate, they have whst they call the doves and havke.
e hasks supposedly want o prosecute the var with vigor. The doves don’t vant o escalade
the var, they vent to stop the bombing, they vant 0 soften up o0 the natter belleving
that thet iz the vay to bring this to an end, to £1nd peace through the negotiation table.
S0 you tad the problen of people Who vanted to Tun the war Tor you.

It comes particularly to mind now because thers vere 2,000 ministers {n Washington last
veck. 1 had a contingent of sbout 250. T cpent Little time with then. Everybody had his
en dea and i seems most of then had ideas quite contrary o aine. o we had quite o

aicoussion about it in the conference room here in the Capitol. Rather singuler I must sy



ut, then you had that problem too where there was division among the people. I'm sure
fou v1l1 recall the time vhen those ministers cane to protest that General Grant vas
irinking too much vhisky and you puzzled for a moment and T remeaber hat you caid. You
satd, if you knew uhat the brand was you'd buy some for your other Generals. I thought

chat ves a very classic remark. So you had some division among people and we have divisic

rere. Bt T suppose we'Illive through it all right. In fact I'm sure that ve will.
You one other thing cones to mind and that 1s that they're forever coming on With nev
oproaches in order to achiave @ peace. Oh, the front page ie fall of it from tize to
‘e and T cuppose @ost of 1t Ls rumor, {t'e bound to be. But you had that problen too.
I remesier, at least acconding o the book, taat your perty and mine vas so amxious sbost
Ve vanted to be sure that you vould be re-elected for a second ters
et

he election in 186k,
und they thought they detected among the people a good deal of hostility toward you.
Maybe if they had the things like ve have today, the Gallup Poll, that
But thet d41dn't make any difference vhether

105 probably true.
in war time you may not have been co popular.
jou vere or weren't didn't bother you so far as your adherence to principle was concerned
ecause you had & man Like Horace Greeley to contend with who thought you ought to get
bout the business of 1iberating the slaves, making that the primary issue instead of the
alvation of freedom and there was your very elaseic response to Horace Greeley when you
a1d "y primary or first duty ic to save the Union." And when Greeley read your reply
\story records that he cald you were just too much for him. How fortunate that you
sexe too much for that great editor in New York who commanded such a great audience and
ho wrote that praver, the prayer of the 20 millions which vas designed to influence your
judgenent, but you 5t0od Tim and because you did stand firm we are the legatees of your

o Viantsa poeiscascn-auk oty e e coumicy kb



But thinking of these approaches to peace I think it's correct, isn't it, that you wer
aboard that vessel when they brought the Confederate coamissioners through the line and
they vere going to bargain for & truce, bring the var to an end, and you made 1t 5o very
siaple for thea? Vell, let me chonge that a Little, you made 1t so very simple but you
made 4t 50 hard for them 00, because you imply sald, the Union must be preserved, and
musber txo slavery must be bolished. You dldn't have to write a book sbout it, just o
very short, siaple propositions that you could urite at the top of a sheet of paper. That
wasn't what they came for. They came for a bargain. You had no bargalns. How glad ve ar
that you didn't bargaln because today there is one country and not two.

I sometines wonder now, Mr. Lincoln, because some day thls matter in Vietnan has got *
cone 0 an end. W can win and perhaps ve should win, but of course there are those who
say you mustn'uin, you mustn't take a dominste position, let's somehow bargain it out.
Perhaps we can I'm not sure, but what interestime is who 1o going to be at the bargaining
table. It this national liberation front going to be there? That's the name of the Viet
Cong or will only the representatives of the lorth Vietnanese government from anof be
there and from South Vietnam, and of course ve'll be there and that should be all.

It doean't take any more, but they my want to force the Viet Cong around that table
and then vhat, vill then finally hope go glimmering and fs it possible that when ve have
contrived an arrangement 1t vill not be durable and probably Just as transient as a gentle
afternoon breeze, oh T hope not. How many lessons we can still take from you, your firm-
ness and your simplicity as you made it so abundantly clear, that all the bloodshed soaeho
104 %o be requited and that the Unfon had to be preserved and slavery had to be abolished.
Ir 4 vere not that vay probably your vords at Gettysburg vould be a vanity because there
you said "that these honored dead shall ot have died in vain." There have been a 1ot of
thea and wil1 ve have o confess to future generations that maybe they aid die in vain?
\hat a frightful confession to steln the pages of our othervise glorious history.

Mr. Lincoln, T'11 be seeing you again.
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