
Jesse L, 
Ward, Jr . 
mroc. 

CBS NEWS 
Broadcast Hause 
Washington i6, D, C. 
EMe~son 2-93D0 

" ln7ASHTNGTON CONVERSATION" 

as broadcast  ave r  the 

CBS T e l e v i s i m  Network 

GUEST : THE HONORRBId EVERETT MCKINLEY Df RXSEN 
(senate Minority Leader) 

ROST: Paul Niven 

PRODUCER: Michael J, .?larlow 



2 

ANNOPRP'CER: Jo in  us  Eor a Washington Conversation wii ;h 

Senate Minority Leader Evere t t  PlcKinley DFrksen. 

During the course or" t h e  next na l f  hour, the CBS 

Television Network hopes t o  sketch i n  some of t h e  details 

o f  th is  man, a d i f f e r e n t  approach 'co t h e  privat? mind and 

publ ic  philosophy of Republican Senator Everett  McKinley 

Dirksen, t h e  charac te r  and philosophy of t h e  lawyer from - 
Pekin, I l l i n o i s ,  who has been i n  t ha  publ ic  service  f o r  

most of h i s  65 years ,  . . 

Your host  f o r  ;his informal unrehearsed Washington 

Conversation i n  our s tudio  conference room i s  CBS N e w s  

Correspondent Paul Niven. 

,.J - - 
MR, NIVEN: Good afternoon, Senator. 

I seem t o  remember youp saying i n  t h e  course of a 

debate on the f l o o r  l a s t  year  t h a t  you r e a l l y  never wanted 

t o  leave t h e  House and go t o  t h e  Seriate, but your wife and 

daughter ta lked you i n t o  it. 

Was t h a t  t rue ,  sir? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, Paul, that's q u i t e  a s tory.  

Actually, I l e f t  the House because of eye d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  

and at  one time they  thought I had malignant c o r e o r e t i n i t i s ( ? )  

and ac t i la l ly  had m e  i n  Johns Bopkins t o  remove an eye, 

So I q u i t .  And then, of course, the push began, 
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because w e  -took a terz ' ible trouncing i n  I l l i n o i s  i n  19@, 

and as tine pressures became g rea te r  I had t o  make a decision, 

1 s a i d  1; wouldnlt make it alone, and so one evening a t  home 

i n  my study, my w i f e  and daughter and T made the  decision, 

m-d 1; have of.ien remarked tha t  it was two t o  one t h a t  I 

become a candidate f o r  t he  Senate, so I said,  "Well, I 

shall. noL pun, we s h a l l  run," and "we" did,  and they 

squbed  me all over the  state, took d ic ta t ion  I suppose 

a t n e a r l y  evepy crossroads i n  t h e s t a t e ,  and t h a t l s  how 

t h a t  happened - 
MR. NIVEIi: Speaker Rayburn to ld  us l a s t  week t h a t  

he has never wanted t o  leave the  House and go t o  the Senate. 

Ifave you ever regret ted t h a t  you d id  leave the  House? 

SEUATOR DIRKSEN: Oh, no. The Senate i s  a d i r fe ren t  

body, i n  a sense, and I hope the  House members a re  not 

going t o  hold m e  t o  thfs, but it i s  a l i t t l e  more del iberat ive ,  

You see, in t he  House you always operated under f ive- 

minute r u l e ,  and you couldni t  q u i t e  expand yourself -- 
MR. RIVEN: You sometimes require  more than t hak ,d~na t  yo@ 

SENATOR DIRICSEX: Well, the re  are people who are a 

l i t t l e  expansive and I suppose I would be l e s s  than candid 

1f I dfdnlt Impersonally own up to  the f a c t  that; I ' m  one 

of "cem. 

MR. N I W :  Senator, speaking of orakory, would you 

sa7 t h a t  t h e  number of dis t inguished o r a t o r s  i n  t h e  Senate 



has decl ined over t h e  years?  You r e a l l y  a r e  about t h e  

only outstanding one l e f t ,  a r e n ' t  you? 

SENATOR DIRKSEPI: Well, I s o d  of disclaim the  ternn.;. 

I E d  r a t h e r  say i t ' s  conversation a t  a high level., But it 

has become something of an impaired a r t .  I th ink inuch of 

it i s  due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  as a people general ly heve 

become a l i t t l e  c a r e l e s s  and a l i t t l e  slovenly about our 

speech. You must have known it i n  -conversation, Look hoh 
v 

we e l i d e  words and phrases; and i f  you want t o  Pind out 

the  d i f f i c u l t y  that t h a t  causes; jus t  ask somebody who i s  

studylng English, arid y o u ' l l  jus t  have them a l l  over the  

l o t  wondering what you sa id  when you rap id ly  and  careless!^ 

e l i d e  over words and phrases,  and i t  g ives  them d i f f i c u l t 3  

And so, i t  doe:;, t o  a c e r t a i n  t?xtent, impair a t  the  

same time our apprecia t ion of ca r e fu l  and precise  speech, 
# 

MR. N I W N :  Of ccurse, you brmght  t o  public l i f e  not 

only s tage  experlence but experience as a playwright, a 

nove l i s t ,  and a shor t  s t o r y  wr i t e r ,  

SENATOR D I W E N :  Well, I ought t o  qua l i fy  t h a t  a 

l i t t l e ,  I th ink,  I used t o  do a good deal  or" amateur 

t h e a t r i c a l s ,  I th ink  i t ' s  one of those urges you ge t ,  

and I l i k e  t o  do it, and I must confess t o  a b i t  of 

wickedness, i n  a sense, t h a t  I always wanted t o  go on t h e  

s tage.  My s a i n t l y  mother discouraged t h e  idea. She thought 

t h e  s tage  was a wicked place,  Pmd so, t r y i n g  t o  be a d u t i f u l  



son, I d i d  not go on t h e  stage. 

But I d i d  f i l l  in t he  time wpitlng some plays and 

novels -- shor t  s t o r i e s  -- 
Ff, NIVEN: Five novels and a hund.red short  s to r ies .  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, yes, I don ' t  knaw what the  turn- 

out was, but it wasn't  s o  well  received, f m w t  say. 

I f i n a l l y  got  one two-act p lay published, and I was 

astonished beyond words recently,  walkire; aimlessly through 

Marshall Fie ld 's  book s t o r e  i n  ~&icago, there  it was, and 

I think they s t i l l  sel l  it t o  high schools T o r  c l a s s  play 
-. 

purposes. 

MR. NIVEW: Is it s e l l i n g  on its merits o r  on your 

name a s  a Senator? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Ny name a s  a Senator is not attached, 

jus t  my name, i n  col laborat ion with an old high school 

f r iend  o f  mine. But I donlt know t h a t  people ever connected 

us  up. 

MR. NIVEN:  Speaki ng of wickedness, Senator Di~ksein, 

a couple of days ago a Republican House member ra ised the 

ques6ion of a possible  c o ~ l i c t  of inkeres t  i n  the Post 

Office Depa~trnent. He pointed out 'chat Postmaster General 

Day, who is enforced with keeping -- who is charged with 

keeping obscenity out  of the mails, is held t o  be t h e  author 

of an a l legedly  racy novel, 

Could any of your w r i t l n g s b e  described as racy, sir? 
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SENATOR DIRKSBJ: Oh, goodness, no. Mine were so 

circumspect and so phi losophical  and psychological, and 

1 never ventured i n t o  t h a t  taboo r i e l d ,  

MR, NIVEN: if you had achieved a l o t  of  success as 

a nove l i s t  o r  as a s h o r t  s t o r y  wr i te r ,  would you have 

still gone i n t o  publ ic  l iPe?  

SENATOR DIRiCSEii: It :s d i f f i c u l t  t o  say, ii' you bed 

t o  t?ollow t h e  technf-que of Clarenc? Buddington $Celland, - 
f o r  instance,  with whom I used to v i s i t  a l i t t l e  out i n  

Phoenix, Arizona, I presume t h a t  would be a g r ind  t o  whick 

you s e t  yourself  al: day icng, and you would scarcely  have 

any time f o r  public se rv ice ,  because, be l i eve  me, t h i s  i s  

a demanding business. 

MR. N I W :  Do you ever have any nos ta lg ia ,  do you 

ever th ink  t h a t  t h a t  l i f e  could have been mme sat isfying:  

SE3JATOR DIRKSEIT: W e l L ,  who s h a l l  ever  have addressed 

himself t o  it without su f f e r ing  some pangs or* nos ta lg ia  

later on, because i n  an  irnpressia??able day when you are 

much younger, you j u s t  f e e l  you a r e  going t o  be the  g rea t  

American dramatis t  o r  the g r e a t  American playwright, and 

I thou@;ht su re ly  I z d  e i t h e r  do t h a t  o r  1 3 d  become the g rea t  

American ac to r .  

MR. NIVEN: Well, the minori ty -- 
SENATOR DIRKSEX?: But time lcnocks the corners  o f f  of 

those expectat ions.  
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MR, NIVEN: mt the minority leadership oP the United 

States  Senate is also qui te  an aspiration, i s n j t  it? 

SENATOR DIRIKSEN: Yes, i'c is. I t ' s  a very appealing 

thing. 

#2 fls. 
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MR. NIVEN: Your f a the r  gave you t he  middle name 

P!cKinleyj when you were 11 months o ld .  Does t h a t  raean he 

always contemplated a p o l i t i c a l  c a r ee r  BOP YOU? 

SEmTOR DIRXSEN: No, no t  qu i t e .  You see, Z was born i n  

1896, and -T. a m  one of twins, my twin brotiler an i d e n t i c  twin, 

l i v e s  i n  my home town of Pekin, I l l i n o i s .  Father gave him 

t h e  name of Thomas Reed Dirksen. Ple was named aE.:er a g r e a t  

Speaker of t h e  House of Representatives.  H e  gave m e  the n m e  - 
of Evere t t  NcKinley; bu t  there was another son i n  :he famLLy, 

a l s o  l i v i n g ,  my older  brother ,  who bears  the  name or' Belleanin 

Harrison Dirlcsen. SoJ w e  have gone i n  f o r  r a t h e r  jxryressi ?e 

names. 02  course I d idn ' t  select it, you h o w ,  because I 

am s u r e  I c o u l d n 3 t  even babble the word WcKinley at age 11, 

f4R. NIVEN: You d o n 2 t  have any Andrew Jacksons o r  

Thomas J e f f e r sons  i n  your Samily? 

SEEATOR DIRKSEN: No, they Would a l l ,  I a m  su re ,  have 

been r e s o l u t e  Republicans. 

MR. NIVEN: Couldn't you have some i n t e r e s t i n g  mischi=f 

i f  you brought t h a t  i d e n t i c a l  twin b ro ther  t o  Washfngton aad 

dispatched him t o  a f e w  rooms around t he  Senate? 

S E l A X l R  DIRMSEN: H e  has been here ,  and I th ink i n  a1 l 

candor and i n  a l l  k ind l iness ,  I can say t h a t  probably the 

p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i n c t  doesnLt run t oo  deep i n  R i m .  

NIWN~ He never voted in  any r o i l s  c a l l s  o r  conferred 

w i t h  any -- 
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SENATGE DIRKSEN: HO, h i s  tour  of se rv ice  i n  pub l i c  

L i f e  cons i s ted  of Eour yeare a s  a Commissioner of the c i t y  

03 Pekin. It's nanpartican in character  b u t  it is pub l i c  

s e rv i ce ,  notwi tlnStanding. Bu'k I don' t  be l ieve  the i a f i~ t inc t  

was a s  deep i n  him a s  i t  was i n  m e .  

-W.. NiVETEI\B: Senilkor, i n  your 30 years  i n  tht~lc Congress 

your vo t ing  record -- 28 years ,  I be l i eve  -- your vot ing  

record has been very mixed and even i n  t he  e a r l y  days o f  the 

S e w  Deal yau voted f o r  some of t& Roosevelt program, aga in s t  

p a s t s  or' it. - 
Bow do  you f e e l  now i n  r e t ro spec t  about thae  period? 

SEEATOR DIRKSEN: W e U ,  l e t  me give  you one L i t t l e  

quote from the g r e a t e s t  statesman t i a t  our country ever 

produced, Abraham Lincoln. You remember he once s a i d ,  "The 

dogmas 05 t h e  q u i e t  p a s t  a r e  inadequate t o  t h e  stormy presen t .  

The occasion is p i l e d  high w i t b  d i f f i c u l t y  and w e  must rise 

with t h e  occasion. A s  our case is new, so we must th ink 

anew and ack anew, w e  must first d i s e n t h r a l l  ourselves and 

then w e  s h a l l  save  t h e  Union." 

So you see here  was a g r e a t  man who m e t  changing 

condit ions and circumstances, and whesl I f i r a t  came here i n  

1933 we w e r e  i n  t h e  th roes  of a real deppession. Then 

obviously the pressures ,  the circumstances the conditions 

d i c t a t e d  i n  considerable degree what you th ink you should do 

t o  meet t h e  problems t b a t  a r i s e .  
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MR. NIVEN: S i r l  i n  a  speech i n  1947 you s a id ,  "I s t i l l  

contend t h a t  i n  1932 and 9 3 )  w e  s t a r t e d  upon a g r ea t  departure 

from t h e  course of Sreedcm. Econom3.c despera.cBrsn soinelaow 

f r u s t r a t e s  and b l i nds  people an8 sfCentimcs they are  wi2 l i .q  

t o  throw t h e i r  l i b e r t i e s  averboard t o  achieve an econcmic 

c b j e c t i v e  . " 
130 you s t i l l  f e e l  t h a t  w e  did throw some of our i fbesk ies  

overboard i n  t h e  Sew Deal? 

S,EL(IA'ROR DIRXSEN: Well, I fe& t h a t  there has been a 

deep in t ru6 ion  of Government i n t o  . .. t he  eccnomic l i f e  of th '? 

country and i t s  people.  And, i n  preport ion,  as Government 

makes economic decis ions  ins tead of haviny then made Bn thiz 

marketplace; t o  t h a t  e x t e n t  you have t o  a degree impaired i3ume 

of t h e  f r e e d a s  of t h e  people. 

$St. NIVEN: Would i t  be your hcpe t h a t  some of the  

p resen t  Federal  in te rven t ion  i n  t h e  eccnomy could ac.kually 

be stopped o r  undone 02 t h a t  only any f u r t h e r  in tervent ion  

could be ha l t ed?  

SELE~TOR DIRXSEN: Well, I won" go s o  f a r  a s  t o  say t h a t  

it should be stopped. I saw a term recen t ly  t h a t  had appeal 

t o  m e .  I t 's  c a l l e d  "balanced freedom." 

There a r e  eer ta . in  th ings  Gwernment must do, bu t  always 

you t q  to keep t h e  major economic segments of the countxy 

i n  balance and t h e r e ,  Gwernment through regula t ion ,  not 

con t ro l ,  and that distinction w e  must carefuLlp make, can do 



something of a Job. 

MR. I w e l l ,  you have s a i d  t h a t  during Lhe present  

session t h a t  She Republicans would always oZfer, o r  t r y  t o  

offer constructkve alternative:; to Psesident Kennedy's 

programs . 
I s  it f a i r  t o  say tBa t  your a l t e rna t ives  w i l l  always be 

more modest i n  scope and i n  expense? 

SE!STg,R DIXKSEN: I khinlc as a general izat ian t h a t  

probably would be t r u e ,  .%- 

Consider f o r  a moment, Medicare. - 
W e  general ly went along with the  so-called Finance 

Committee proposal which puts  ' this on a matching bas i s  wkkh 

the  StaZef3operaking the program. One a l t e rna t ive ,  as you 

know, was bringing it wkthin the  framework of t he  Social  

Security tax. 1 opposed it. I 'chink I would s t i l l  oppose 

it. The proposal tkat did  cme along was i n f i n i t e l y  more 

modest and, inc identa l ly ,  it is only within the l a s t  few days 

t h a t  t he  Legis la ture  of tBe Stake of I l l i n o i s  has taken up 

fo r  considerat ion a B i l l  that w i l l  comply with .&e so-called 

K e r r - M i l l s  B i l l .  andp i n  t a t  sense, ouu proposal is more 

modest. It would be more modest with respect  t o  Federal a id  

t o  educatioion ., and with -- 
HR. KImAf: 3 take it you. are going to oppose -- you 

are going to oppose B-resident Kennedy's medical care plan 

even as it is now revised? 
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. , . . .SEWT!JR DXRKSEN: Well, i f  they a r e  going .to include 

it wi.khin the Soc ia l  Secur i ty  frame, unless  t he r e  ace  o.ther 

arm opps r tu~ iYy  t o  make something c l e a r .  

You see, Cewgress cpera tes  undcx Yne ainendatory pzocess 

Look at t h e  feed g ra ins  B i l l .  T'c hzs Been s lga iZicaakly  

changed by t h e  Senate C o ~ m i t t e e  and ia some degree by the 

House Ccmmittee, s o  t h a t  when a B i l J  ZinaLly gass across  - 
the  f l o o r  or r a t h e r  comes up for f i na l  enactment. it may b? 

an a l toge ther  d i f f e r e n t  B i l l .  h d  s o  when people crowd yo4 

a li t 'cle and they want a s t a h m e n t :  yes o r  a x ,  on a Bill -- 
ac tua l l y  you c a n D t  t e l l  what its f i r i a l  form is  gojag to be 

and p rec i se ly  how you a r e  going .to vote.  

NX. NIVEEJ: W e l l ,  do you have t h e  vo tes  t o  s t o p  a 

medical c a r e  p lan  under Soc i a l  Securi.ky from going through 

i n  t he  Senate? 

SENATOR D I ~ G E N :  Oh, t h a t  5 do no t  know. 1.t depermds 

on how many Senators s i t -k ing  on the o.tPler side of t h e  aisle: 

look through the same p a i r  of g la s se s  tha.2 w e  do. There a.?e 

many of course who share  our  convic t ions in  ,this f i e l d ,  and 

i n  o ther  f i e l d s ,  but you have got t o  have a major i ty  of t he  

vote i n  the Senate.  

NIVEN: Senator ,  do ycu a c t u a l l y  t r y  t o  inf luence  

your Republican Senators on r o l l  c a l l s ?  D o  you t r y  t3 

persuade them to vote  i n  keeping with your views, o r  t h e  



Pres ideakPs  programs, i f  i t ' s  a Republican President? 

SEKATQA DTRXSEM: W e l l ,  l e t  me f irs t  say I do no t  ca r ry  

it t o  an oEfeisive degree. 

There a r e  times when a r o l l  i s  c l o s e ,  and when t h e  i s s u e  

iavo2ved i s  not  s o  sharp but  what a Member could very xell 

vo te  one way o r  another. 

I: do not  ge.t co~lsclence skriclten then iE I ask whether it; 

would be poss ib le  f o r  him t o  change h i s  vote.  But I try 

to be gui.ire circumspect about 5.t %d never oE9ensivive. 
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MR. NIVEN: There have been co lor fu l  desc r ip t ions  

m i t t e n  or* Senator Johnson, when he  was a Senator, an~bl ing 

around t h e  Chamber, leaning on pe9ple:s shoulders  and 

drawing on p o l i t i c a l  blackJacks, r eca l l i ng  ob l iga t ions  

and favors,  and bei:?f; very persuasive, 

Do you th ink  he did  t h a t ,  and did you use t h e  samz 

technique? 

SENATOR DIFJCSEX: I must not comment on h is  techmiquo, - 
but with respect  t o  my own, I t r y  t o  be courteous and 

pleasant  about it, 'Jecause, &Cer all ,  i f :  it is a matter  

of convict ion w i t h  a Senator-  - 
Then, you have no r i gh t ,  I think, t o  press  him, even 

f o r  your pa r t i s an  advantage t h a t  may be involved, And i f  

I were t o  do it, I am p r e t t y  sure that; they might t e l l  me o.?f, 

MR. NIVEN: You mean you wouldnqt remind a Senator ol" 

a ravor  you d i d  him i n  h i s  home d i s t r i c t  two years  ago, if' 

you needed his support i n  a t i g h t  r o l l  c a l l ?  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Paul, t h a t  i s  t h e  l a s t  th ing  t h a t  :: 

would do, because I ' m  afraid t h a t  might be taking advantage, 

MR. NIVEN: You mean i t T s  ';he last th ing  you would Clo 

i n  order  oP the th ings  you would do, o r  %hat you wouldn:t 

do i t ?  

SENATCJR DIRKSEN: I ju s t  wouldnl t do it ,, 

1 Wouldn't do it. 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I wouldnst tpade on the f a c t  that 
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pe~l iape  at some time I had gone Vnto a Senaborls s t a t e  t o  

make a mee'ciie; i n  hir; behali', o r  had campaigned l"or h i m ;  

p lace  it. 

I%, 3JIVEN: T t t s  fair  t o  say, is  It not, that you 

and Senator  Johnson have worked I n  great harmo~y throughout 

youp jo:ini; teilu.res? 

SENATOII DIRKSEN: With Ghe g rea t e s t  of,~ha~mony, :and out of 

a recognV~ion,  I th ink,  %hat the&enate i s  a two-way s.treet, 

and is: bhe leaders  do no'b gee along, then very ea s i l y ,  
. - 

YhroUgh dllaiiory motions and otherwise, it could be rendered 

i n t o  a shambles and you wouldinrt g e t  aiiythfng done. 

I could t ake  a half a dozen o r  a dozen people on our 

s ide,  if' we s e t  ourselves ko f t ,  and conduct a f i l i b u s t e r  

and jus t  witWo1.d ac t ion  on b3.3islation week a f t e r  week, 

but eve?y Senator is a p a t r i o t ,  he i s  devoted t o  t h e  well- 

being or" h is  country, and i n  comequence t h e  Senate program 

has t o  move along. You c a n l t  a f fo rd  t o  have it stalemated 

a t  some place.  And so  t h e  l eaders  have got t o  understand 

each othes,  and Lyndon Johnson aiid I always understood each 

other,  e v e i  tho- we d ld  dfsagjree sharply  on many things, 

bnt i n  the best of grace. 

NZVEN: It sometimes looked from the g a l l e r g  as if 

he was t r y i n g  t o  occasionally canvass members of your papQr. 

Did you ever  -- were you ever  anno;lred t o  see him canvassing 



your troops? 

SFSJATOR DIRKSEN: I have not iced him on our s ide,  but 

i n  a l l  f a i r n e s s  I should say perhaps I ' v e  been over on hi!: 

s i d e ,  too ,  

MR, NIVEN: Some Republican Senators, I believe, tresj* 

LBJ cuff  l i n k s .  

(Laughter. 1 

MR, NIVEN: Senator,  t'lrnlng t o  Eore-Lgn policy, it his 

sometimes been w i t k e n  that you kave stvi'cched back and f'ozzth, 

t h a t  you have suppoz-ted the Marshall PZm, even sald it - 
wasn't b ig  enough; then t h r e e  o r  fax? years  i n t e r  describ<.d 

it as "Operation Rachole, I I  

One suggest ion has been t h a t  you chainged your mind 

when you were running f o r  the Senat?, you became isol&ioriis't  

i n  order  t o  get the p o l i t i c a l  s u p p o ~ t  of the Chicago Tsribme, 

Is t h e r e  any j i m t l f i c z t i o n  t o  that? 

SENATOR DIRKSm: Thefe i s  none whatsoever, and I ' m  

g lad  y ~ u  asked, because it gives  me a chance t o  put th is  

i n  proper perspect ive .  

I was v i o l e n t l ~  aga ins t  a good many things i n  t h e  

Narshall Plan i n  t h e  e a r l y  days, and the reason For it 

was that %he accent was on r e l i e f ,  a s  a r e l i e f  program, 

because of the problems and the d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  Europe, 

However, abuses c r ep t  i n ,  such as sending tons  of bcbble 

gum "c E!elgium wi th  American money, and sending beer coolers  



t o  I t a l y .  

I f e l t  p r e t t y  sure t h a t  tltai; would be no jus t i f ica ' c im 

f o r  taxi= the  American people, Aiid as a resrzlt, I set 

myself reso lu te ly  against  it. But, don't  forget t he re  

has been an amazing t r a n s f o m a t i m  2n t h e  or ig ina l  Marsha'L1 

Plan, I'cbecame ECA, 1% became I C A ,  emphasis ~ 2 s  placed 

upon t h e  military aspect as a pa r t  of our defense and 

s e c w i t y  set-up, we began t o  @;PaUtate fsom g r a t u i t i e s  

and grants  Lo a loan basis f o r  t h e  economic aspects  of' 
- 

t he  program, So, g>u see, I think m g  first posi t ion w a s  

absolutely cor rec t .  And as it began t o  chaiige and t o  

transform i n t o  something r e a l l y  v~orth  while .&hat wzs 

helpful  t o  people, 1 could f ind  it r a t h e r  easy t o  s u p p o ~ t  i t ,  

MR, NIVEN: Well, now, as Minority Leader during the 

asenhower years,  you supported fore ign  aid, chmpioned h:.s 

proposals, 

D i d  you f e e l  t h a t  "ce abuses had been eliminated? 

SENATOR DIFiKSEFT: Not en t i r e ly .  I doubt whether you can 

evel- e n t i r e l y  eliminiite abuses -In a program t h a t  is world- 

wide, and where you deal  w i t h  such a d ive r s i ty  of people -- 
by the very l a w  of human averages and the  frailtzr o r  the 

human caszing, you a r e  going t o  g e t  these  abuses whether c)r no- 

Your hope always is that you can write r e s t r l c t i o n s  and s&e- 

guards i n t o  3egisla%ion t o  hold them t o  a minirnurn, but they 

w i l l  s t i l l  be $here.  But tile program has become an 



ird'inltely bevier progrm.. 

R .  1 Senatorz a recen'G Gallup poll artw 

beside& Kennedyls 2 f r s t  mon'ih in office asked the  pople 

whether they approved or disapproved of" the way he was 

h a n d l i i  h i s  Job, 72 per cei?i; saLd yes, a F i g u r e  s l i g t ~ c l 3  

h m e r  $Iflain i n  Preslden-6 Zisenli~vrer~s f i r &  %ern. 

Hovr vrould you have voted,  $22, i f  the Ga1.lv.p po1.l 

had asked you? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, I ha?enr t the s l ightes t  idea 

how I would have voted. I th ink  . . Prom the $.kandpalnt of' 

diligence and devotion and t l m i n g ,  he has done a verg goof 

job, 

You see, my a t t i tude  would have t o  be exvsessed maznly, 

I: Chink, from the content or  the things 'chat are  

messaged t o  the Congress, and on ~<jlaich we a Xational 

Legislature, are  expected t o  " c a k e  actlon. 

%I?. NIXEN: 1 assme you were nok a t o t a l  admirer o f  

the DemocrakLc pla t fom l a s t  year, sir, 

Do you see any ses'Lnements in President Keiinaked7~'s 

ac1;ual program? 

SEHATOR DIRBSEN: Well, i t ' s  a fair question, and 1 

think thus far there has been a greater  adherence t o  $he 

middle o f  the  ~ o a d  than 1 anticipated wheP? I f i r s t  wen* 

through that  plaiifom, and I went through f t  verg carefully 

the moment fii was puti i n  p r i n k  and I had a chance t o  s i t  



down with it and leisurely analyze it. 

MR. NI-VEN: Do you 'chink his major .  progmms that he lras 

outlined so far have a pretty good chance in the Congress, 

or is it again too early to say? 

SENATOR DIRKSE:\I: \?ell, first o f  all, o.? course I 1 m  

not; lanmiildPul 'chat there are 65 frontie-~alen sitting on 

*;he other side of the aisle, 

#4 fls, 



L V Some 02 them occasionally vo,te wkth your 

do they not? 

SEEATOR DIRBEB': Well, perhaps so.  

B u t  w e  have 35, and of course if ,they set themse3ves to 

its the d i spa r i ty  La the  Senate membership i s  a very 

substaaEcia3 one, and 1 presume you can do pee.LLy w;jelL ja 

ge t t ing  51 vo.tes out of ~ h a . 2  whole s e k u p .  

S t a t e  and th i s  morning he w r i . . k e s  from .the d a t e  l i s e  o:E 

DeXalb which he says is  i n  .the m o s t  Republican county i n  

ILl inois ,  says the Presidexi: is  very  popular 0u.k -Lhe+e a n d  

that  people watching you and Congressman HaZLeck on 

~te l ev i s i sn  consider you obstruckive . 
Wow wouL11 you answer that? 

SEG!.TOF, DIRKSEM: Well, I would simply say tha.t .theye 

is no warrant for -that a te i tude.  'We have manifested ovez 

and over and over again .thak the opposition party m u s i  not 

t o  think i n  terms of the well-being of the  counLry. low, 

maybe our nokLoas about Legislation d i f fer ,  and w e  wov.1~3 c!a 

i,t dif3eren.tly and i i ~  coilseqdence, you can s e t  that down 

as obs.tsuceion, tha.i: i s  simply :from 'che posi.cion you have and 

the standpoin.ir from which you see . this,  t h a t  you see ,thraugh 

a dizfezent  s e t  of eyes. 



MR. PIWJ3B: SL:;, is the  a t t i t u d e  of the Republican 

Party going t o  be li3scgely dletermbned by bW. Ealleck anfi 

yourself and your colleagues or w i l l  Vice President PTLXOHI 

have a voice? 

SENATOR BIWEIY:  Well, f irst  of a l l  we do not arrogate 

t o  ourselves power .:o speak for the Pasty. It must not be 

forgotten that both House and Genata Republicans have a 

policy ccmmittee; and a f t e r  tho pe l icy  committee lacks a t  

sane of these measures and deternines what ought to be dcne, 

they then s i t  down with a la rger  ineremen.2 of ' their member- 

sh ip  and I do t h a t  every week, es when w e  have our usual 

leadership meetings on Thursday, w e  a l s o  have a policy 

meeting and every Senate Republican at tends i f  he is i n  

town and if he can. And there  the whole matter is submitted 

and we have a roundtable discuasdcn so that everybody is  

p re t ty  w e l l  advised a s  to ,the equ i t i e s  i n  a given measure. 

3lR. XNEN: What about the V i c e  President,  he has made 

i t  c l ea r  that a f t e r  a period i n  h i s  l a w  business he is going 

t o  take an speeches and a r t i c l e s  and make h i s  voice heard. 

W i l l  you Republicans i n  Ccngress be responsive to h i s  views? 

$EMTOR DIRKSEH: Well; he is  the  t i t u l a r  head of the 

?ar ty ,  and he d i d  a g rea t  job i n  the  1960 campaign, In  fact 

he has done an exceedingly good job throughout the 14 years 

t h a t  Dick Nixon 'has been i n  public l i f e ,  And manifestly you 

do not di,;dain or brush  as ide  yous Party leader o r  the 





1 I :  There a re  a l o t  of things, Ear instance, cn 

which Senaksr Coldw=ker and Governor Rockefeller wou%d no2 

agree., I f  you had to see the Party turn toward one or  the 

other, i n  which direction would ysu prefer %o see i.t turn? 

SEEATOR DIRXSEH: Oh, I would n0.t give you an answer sn 

t ha t ,  I am sure, a t  "cPle present 'time: because tnai V J O U ~ ~  

have t o  ungald and you have got t o  take these &kings and 

resolve them I believe on the bas& 05 merit and wha9k the 

i n t r i n s i c  ver i ty  of a proposal i s .  - 
i6R a EIIVEN: Well Senator, what dlo you think is the 

Party's best hope for  returning t o  power, bokh cn *he mil 

and i n  the W i t s  House? 

SEmTQR DIRKSEElr W e l l ,  obvious%y you keep abreast of 

the times and the circumstances and I f ind great comfort amid 

good philosophy in  an observa.kicn Lincoln once made: and 

wbfch is unfortuna,kely so  often distorted. He saidl Vhe 

legitimate object 05 Ocvernment is t o  do far peaple what 

needs to be dona," that 1s the clause t h a t  is le2.i: out, 

"which they cannok do for  .kRemselves a t  a l l ,  or so w e l l  i n  

,their: sepazate and individual capacities. I' 

"What needs to be done, " and i t %  on tha t  rack tha t  so 

often diverse personalit ies i n  the Party may flounder a 

l i t t l e  and go in me direction and i n  another; bu.t the 

Republican Party was born out of an amalgam of okher part ies  

mare than a hundred years ago and it remained abreast of t k  





prominent m t i s n a l  f igure ,  a d i f ferent  app?23Poach .co a prominent 

man's private miad and publie phikoscphy, Our guest k o c l ~  

the President appointed hbi  to khe Cabinet. Yau sv2.11 taarit 

to m e e t  t h i s  Hornon sari of a Pozmer Chief 3ustice of the 

Arizona S k a t e  Supreme Court  m1-2 hear him taa9 ab0u.t h i s  l i f e  - 
and ideas ,  

B e  with us next week when CBS News correspondent Paul 

makes him Arcerica" number one guardian oE our natural 

- - -  
I@A$HIN66TDN COWERSATIOE 19 pr%luced by Michael J. . m r l & w .  

Directed by B i l l  Linden. 

Ted Miller spe&cfng. 

mSIPImTOH C!O~%WATEQB3 is a Public AESairs presenta'cicn 

of  CBS Mews. 


